WHY THE WITHDRAWAL

"Apparently, there may be no connection between cons-
tructive work and non-violence; but there is an internal
logic connecting the two, when constructive work is taken
up as a part of a non-violence programme."

The following is the substance of the talk Gandhiji gave to
the deputation! sts that waited on him on Nov. 15^ 1958 at Segaon
in connection with his advice to the Travancore State Congress
to withdraw the personal allegations against the Dewan and to
suspend the civil disobedience movement j or the time being:

I have received reports that there has been violence
on a considerable scale in Travancore. On the other
hand, I have received wires from the State Congress dicta-
tors saying that there has been no violence whatever for
which they can be held responsible, that whatever viol-
ence there has been was instigated by the authorities. It
has been alleged, too, that there has been secret endorse-
ment of violence by the State Congress people, though
they are not directly responsible for it. What I say is
that if there has been mob violence, by whomsoever
wrought, it shows that the State Congress has not ac-
quired sufficient control over the masses. In that case,
civil disobedience has to be suspended, even as "was done
by me more than once. I admit, you were behind the
prison bars when most of the alleged cases of violence
took place. I appreciate also the fact that you did not
get a chance of educating the masses into discipline. I
entirely endorse your view that the fight should not be
merely to wrest a few concessions from the authorities,
but for establishing real responsible government. But
all that, to my mind, makes out a case for doing more
spade-work among the masses. You must build from
below.

You tell me that you regard the removal of the De-